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EM-453 COMMENTS ON HEALTH AND SAFETY PLAN FOR THE SOLAR PONDS AREA
OPERABLE UNIT 4, ROCKY FLATS PLANT

Section 1.5, Process Description: This section has perhaps a fraction
too much of an engineering slant. This might make it difficult for
non-engineers to understand. A more simplified description might be
in order.

Section 3.2, Chemical Hazards (begins on page 23): This section is
written in a highly technical manner. Although it does a very good
Jjob of covering the subject, it will probably be difficult for a
general site worker or a nontechnical visitor to understand what is
being stated.

Section 3.3, Radiological Hazards: As with the above comment on
Section 3.2, this section is written in a highly technical manner that
may make it difficult to understand.

Section 3.4.1, Cold Stress: More emphasis should be included in this
section on supervision’s responsibility for being on the lookout for
potential cold stress symptoms, since employees themselves may not be
able to recognize these when so affected.

Section 3.4.2, Heat Stress: There is no inclusion of provisions for a
cool rest area for break periods. More emphasis should also be placed
on supervision’s responsibility for being observant for symptoms of
heat stress.

Section 3.3.4, High Winds: It is unclear whether site work is to be
stopped when wind speed exceeds 15 miles per hour. Logically, it
should, since sampling is to be suspended in such cases due to
potentially contaminated dust being re-suspended in the air.

Section 3.8, Hazards by Work Activity and Job Description: A very
thorough assessment of potential hazards associated with specific on-
site tasks has been provided.

Section 4.0, Hazard Communication: This section contains an undefined
abbreviation, W0, taken to mean "Waste Operations." Further, there
should be a specific statement of a goal to provide all site employees
with information and training concerning the specific hazards they
might encounter in the course of their work.

Section 5.0, Site Control: The Contamination Reduction Zone as
specified in this section does not appear to be of sufficient extent
to adequately separate and allow control of movement to and from the
Exclusion and the Support Zones. However, this may be simply an
artifact produced by the site diagram. There are no dimensions given
for the various zones in either the diagram or the text.

Section 6.0, Personnel Protection: This section provides a very good
treatment of protective practices of all types as planned for this
project.
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Section 7.0, Material Handling Program: A good treatment of basic

materials handling hazards and accident prevention practices during
various material handling activities on this project.

Section 8.0, Decontamination: This is a brief yet well detailed
outline of the subject of decontamination for mixed waste projects.

Section 10.0, Health and Safety Monitoring: This section is very

detailed and to-the-point in its treatment of the personnel and area
monitoring to be done and what they are used for. The OSHA and/or
NIOSH procedures for sampling and analysis of the compounds of concern
should be included as an additional appendix.

Overall, the document does not appear to have been reviewed by a
technical editor. Sections throughout the document contain oddly or
poorly worded statements, some of which are so confusing that they
make the section difficult to understand.



